As both of our countries have a long tradition of sailing the rich waters of the

Mediterranean, it's quite obvious that “O’LI I'MASTE STIN I'DIA  VA'RKA” =
(we're all'in the same boat) today, looking out on the stormy political, economic

and social horizon; we can see that there are calm seas ahead as well as rough
waters. We need to find a way to steer this ship into a safe harbor: a destination
that will ultimately prove to be a better place than the point from which we
originally set out. From energy resource acquisitions to financial markets to

climate change, which is literally and figuratively affecting our horizon, We heed

The actions we take today will determine our success or failure in the face

politically and culiurall: The demands which are being placed on both our
nations will require a concerted effort on both sides of the Aegean if we hope to



the'infrastructuré between our two countries so as to improve trade or perhaps
developing mutual energy projects to take advantage of all the renewable energy
our region has to offer. While each one of us is responsible to a constituency and
would like to highlight to our citizens the ways in which we have been individually
effective, | would posit that the ways in which we are effective as a group speak
to a great accomplishment and vision of success.

Let us look at the first area that urgently needs to be addressed, energy
resource and acquisition. There is no doubt in my mind that traditional energy
resources are part of the energy market and will be for a long time. That being
said it is important to recognize just how closely our two countries are related in
this area. Besides the physical barrier we share, we also have a lot of similarities

when it comes to energy needs. Not that our needs are the same but rather we



both are reliant on non-domestic sources to meet a majority of our energy. This
being said we need to give extreme importance to the TGI pipeline and ensure
that Turkey and Greece maintain the strong partnership as the South East
European energy corridor. It will assist our own needs as well as gain us the
reputation as a reliable distributor of energy to Western Europe.

Secondly, we need to establish joint projects in the area that utilize
renewable energy sources such as wind energy and geothermal sources. By
utilizing the resources of our own country and ensuring that the transfer of energy
can easily occur between our two nations we will be better able to meet our own

needs.
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We need to recognize that strong political ties also will help out in other areas.
We need to look toward our policies on regional politics as a bridge which can

assist us with economic and energy needs. In this time of such uncertainty it is

time for us to be certain that as neighbors both geographically and culturally,



Our Prime Minister Mr Recep Tayyip Erdogan is here with us now to help for the

financial eartquake in Greece.

security and working on common peace initiatives in our near abroad. For this to

happen, we must however establish a long-term and deep trust of one another
that is unwavering. | posit that if our countries and citizens realize what can be
gained through political compromise, we all shall benefit. As | mentioned before,
strong political ties can assist with regional stability and greater investment

economically.

In conclusion, | return once again to my opening metaphor, and reiterate
that'our two countries are truly traveling on the'same boat! Pulling together and

working cooperatively will ensure that we will be able to sail to the calm blue
waters. Yet if in times of rough seas we can put aside our differences and work

side by side, we can ensure our collective arrival at the same, secure and

beautiful port of call, Where e can celebraterin'the way that only Greeks and
Turks know iow! IKALOT MAS TAXIDITLIPO'NI (May we have a good trip!)



